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Social Experience and Social Identity of Children Living in Poverty in Georgia

Anastasia Kitiashvili, Ph.D.

Associate professor

Faculty of Psychology and Educational Studie

Tbhilisi State University|

Abstract

Studies show that poverty has a negative impact on the cognitive, emotional, and social development of children (Ridge,
2009; Atree, 2006). Poverty is a stigmatized social position associated with reduced social contacts and creates a threat
to social isolation or exclusion. Poverty is one of the severe social problems in Georgia. However, poverty reduction
strategies do not use evidence collected from families who experience poverty in their everyday life. Voice of the
children who live in poverty has not studied yet.

This study aimed to explore effects of poverty on children’s everyday life including social identity and social
experience. The qualitative interviews were conducted with 40 children aged 12-17 (22 girls and 28 boys) in Tbilisi.
All children lived in families registered with the Social Service Agency who received social assistance from the
government. All international ethical standards were met.
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The study demonstrated the various negative impacts of poverty on children's daily life, such as material or social
deprivation; Poverty is a part of the social identity of children, that is related to a sense of fear, weakness, anxiety,
and shame. In children’s narratives, there are cases of perceived stigma and discrimination. Children have low self-
esteem and are afraid of bullying or social exclusion. Children are distant from their classmates. They have limited
contact and communication with their classmates.

Most children use different strategies to deal with poverty, such as saving money on clothes or start working at early
age to get financial support for their families or share a job with their parents. Children living in poverty have hopes
and aspirations for their future but they lack knowledge of how to achieve their ambitions.

Keywords: children's poverty, social identity, stigma, overcoming strategies
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